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his present life. This is what we ordinarily call fate,
luck or destiny. Out of the total karma of the past only
a portion can be exhausted within the limits of a single life.
There are some kinds of karma which are too incongruous
to be worked out in a single physical body of one particular
type ; there are liabilities contracted towards other souls
who are not all likely to be in incarnation at the same
time ; there is karma requiring to be worked out in some
particular nation or particular social position, while the
same man may have other karma needing an entirely
different environment. Part, therefore, of his total karma
of the past is selected by the Lords of Karma to be worked
out within the span of a single life, and this is called his
Prarabdha. It is such karma that can be sketched out in
a horoscope cast by a competent astrologer.
3. Kriyamana, the karma which is in the course
of making while Prarabdha is being worked out, and which
being added to Sanchita karma will, when ripe, be meted
out as Prarabdha in a future life.
It is wrong to believe that whatever we have to do
unwillingly is the result of Prarabdha and that which we do
willingly or carelessly is the result of our free-will. The
Law of Gravitation applies equally to a mountain as well as
to an atom ; similarly Prarabdha applies to all our actions,
big or small.
Q. But that means that we are slaves of our Prarabdha
and have no place for free-mil.
Ans. The pressure of Prarabdha lies in some measure
on our actions, but not on our free-will. Though limited
by Prarabdha we enjoy Purushartha or free-will, and our
Kriyamana depends on that. When doing any action our
attitude of mind is a matter of free-will, and that makes
our Kriyamana. Take the instance, given before, of the
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